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Practically every Catholic boy in the 1960s will remember attending
his local parish annual Holy Name Society Communion breakfast
with his dad. I still remember those rows of tables in the church
basement or the school cafeteria covered with long rolls of white
paper tablecloths, the wooden folding chairs, and a center piece on
every table holding an image of the young Jesus’s face. My dad was
proud to bring his four sons along with him to Mass and then to
the Communion breakfast. On Saturday before the Communion
breakfast, we would go to Confession, dad would give us a haircut,
we would polish our “Sunday” shoes, lay out our suit, shirt and tie
for the next day, and make sure we were ready for the big day when
we would pledge our reverence for the Sacred Names of God and
Jesus Christ and obedience and loyalty to the Magisterium of the
Church. Although I was the youngest of my brothers, I understood
the purpose of that Sunday morning was for the sake of personal
sanctification and holiness of every man and boy in that room.
It was always an impressive sight to see so many fathers and their
sons contributing in this way to the evangelization mission of the
Church. We would recommit to the Temporal and Spiritual Works
of Mercy as a way of spreading the Faith at the local level of our
parish through the Holy Name Society apostolate. Many present
would become the right arm of our pastor.
In his document Guiding Principles of the Lay Apostolate (1957), Pope

Pius XII wrote: “The consecratio mundi (consecration of the world)
is essentially the work of the laypeople themselves, of men and
women who are intimately a part of economic and social life.”*
This is why we see the Holy Spirit prompting more and more laity
to participate in Lay Apostolates and parish ministries to further
this work of the salvation of the world that Pope Pius XII wrote
about so long ago.
Today we think of this activity as the New Evangelization. The
Church is dynamically On Mission for the Church Alive! through the
contribution of the Lay Apostolates!
I am delighted that the Catholic Historical Society’s journal, Gathered Fragments, continues to include articles on the histories of Lay
Apostolates. It pleases me that this edition will cover the exciting
missions of The Flame of Love, Family Eucharistic Hour, Oakland
Prayer Group, Stephen Ministry, Martha and Mary Ministry, and
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. These featured Lay Apostolates and ministries are excellent representatives of so many others
that will be covered in subsequent editions of Gathered Fragments.
The Lay Apostolates are truly a leaven to the world reflecting the
fresh stirrings of the Holy Spirit!
I want to personally thank the staff of Gathered Fragments for the
documentation of the history of the Catholic Church is southwestern Pennsylvania. We are so blessed by your faithful service to the
rich heritage of our Catholic community.
The encyclical is available at the website: http://www.papalencyclicals.net/
pius12/p12layap.htm.
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